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friends to a sense and appreciation of the great services; which are after all the secret cause of the detraction which is now visited upon you.
Your great ability will not be left to slumber long at Lowell; but will be demanded for high and honorable exertions in fields where you will reap fresh honors for yourself and great benefits to your country.
Just as I was leaving my office to come here to see you, I was waited on by a gentleman who was engaged in calling together a meeting of gentlemen to consider what might be done here to provide a safe depository for the colored soldiers and laborers to place their surplus earnings upon interest. As you have had much experience and favorable opportunities to form opinions on the subject, I would like to have your judgment whether we in New York can best accomplish the object by establishing, in New York, a Trust Company or Savings Bank for the freedmen, or by promoting the formation of such institutions in the South; and whether it is practicable to unite with such institutions a place for the investments of unclaimed deposits and earnings in educational and other charitable institutions among the colored people of the South.
The meeting was respectably attended, and great zeal was manifested to do something to secure the permanent welfare of the freedmen of the South. The question was started whether the subject ought to be (held) over for state or for National legislation, and on this point too I would be glad to have your opinion. Large sums of money it is said, are accumulating in the hands of officers of the army and civilians at the South by the deposits of these colored soldiers and laborers, and these gentlemen are bothered by the trusts and ask for their relief as well as for the safety of these funds.
Make my most respectful compliments acceptable to Mrs. Butler, and believe me,
Most truly your friend, TTTRAM BARNEY x
From James Parton to General Butler
NEW YOBE, 835 Broadway, January 90th, 1865
MY DEAR GENERAL: I have just risen from the perusal of your speech, and I should do violence to my wishes if I were not to begin the week by saying how entirely admirable it
1 Collector of the Port of New York in Lincoln's Administration.